
CHAPTER 1 - THE BIGGER PICTURE

The Royal Australian Air Force was, like the land it helped defend,
overwhelmed by its imperial allegiances in the years before the Pacific War.  It
had been created in the image of Britain's Royal Air Force which had imperial
duties and traditions which the RAAF did not have.  Australia's geographic
position at the bottom of Asia and on the Pacific rim meant that, when war came,
its dependence on British ideas and ideals found it ill prepared to face a different
defense threat to that faced by Britain.

When Japan launched its offensives Australia saw all the land which
protected it from its enemy overrun and, like Britain a year and a half earlier,
Australians prepared themselves for invasion.  Australia was, perhaps, better off
than Britain had been because it suddenly found itself with a powerful ally in the
United States of America which was drawn into war against Japan in the Pacific
and, as a result, came to Australia's defense.  But while Britain and the United
States could see themselves as equal partners in the struggle against Germany,
there was no such equality between the United States and Australia in the Pacific
War.  Australia was the junior partner; perhaps it was a willing, enthusiastic and
capable partner but it had to rely on the United States for a large measure of its
defense and for much of the equipment which its armed forces used.

As the Pacific War drew to a close it also became clear that the
partnership between Britain and the United States extended to the Pacific region. 
Australia found that the direction of its war effort was controlled by plans which
Britain and the United States had for the future of South East Asia and the
Pacific, not by Australian wishes.

Australians considered themselves, by and large, British.  Most migrants
who came to Australia were British and their culture, their laws and their
traditions were British at root.  In 1938, when 150 years of white settlement of
Australia was celebrated, the emphasis was not on the formation of an Australian
nation or an Australian character, it was on the strength and vigor of the British
race in Australia.

Defending such a large land mass as Australia was an almost insolvable
problem for such a small nation of seven million people.  Lengthy coastlines
isolated from the centers of settlement seemed an open invitation to Asian
invasion.  However, Australia had been settled by its British white population at

the height of British power when no one disputed that the Royal Navy ruled the
seas.  As a result Australians relied on Britain for their defense.  When the Royal
Australian Navy was established its major role was to serve as part of the Royal
Navy in the defense of the entire British Empire.  The development of a British
naval base at Singapore in the 1930s signaled the British government's intention
to protect its interests in the Asian and Pacific region and Australians considered
themselves part of that interest.

At the beginning of the Second World War the Royal Australian Air
Force was not yet two decades old.  It had been formed in 1921 as the result of
haggling between the Australian army and navy about the future of military
aviation in Australia and perhaps it owed its existence to the economy of putting
all the military aviation assets of the Commonwealth defense forces under one
control rather than letting the army and the navy have a part each.  At its
inception the RAAF was a tiny organization of around 150 officers and men, 36
aeroplanes and a base at Point Cook.1  In addition it received some other
aeroplanes which were a gift from the British government left over from the First
World War.  It's initial personnel had all gained experience with forces under
British control and so it was not unusual that they would emulate what they had
learned there.

The RAF was the major influence on RAAF traditions and practices.  The
strength of British traditions and methods in the RAAF were reinforced by the
very close links between Australia and Britain.  RAAF training was along British
lines and the regulations which governed air force life and practice were either
British or close adaptions of British methods to meet Australian conditions.  The
equipment which Australians used was made in Britain so the ways of using it
and maintaining it also came from Britain.2

Just as important were the close links established by sending RAAF
officers to high level training courses in Britain.  Thirty RAAF officers passed
through the RAF Staff College where they learned British ways.  One was
Frederick Scherger, an officer who would play a very important part in the
Australian air war effort in the Pacific.  In 1936 and 1937 he spent a year at the
RAF Staff College at Andover and then attended courses at the RAF School of
Air Navigation and the Central Flying School.3  Valston Hancock, another future
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leader of the RAAF, also attended the Staff College, also studied Air Navigation
and then gained experience flying with a RAF squadron.4

An even more prestigious institution was the Imperial Defense College
which trained 'a body of officers and civilian officials in the broadest aspects of
Imperial strategy'.  The highest ranking officers of the RAAF spent a year there
learning to think in a British global perspective and meeting and mixing with
many of the most important leaders in the British Empire.5

In addition, over forty RAAF officers attended other RAF training
establishments and then spent time attached to RAF units.  High ranking RAAF
officers also gained command experience which was not available in the RAAF
because it was so small.  J E Hewitt was appointed to command No 104 (B)
Squadron of the RAF; W Bostok was attached to No 1 Bomber Group and S J
Goble commanded No 2 Bomber Group.6  This British experience meant that
RAAF commanders had been indoctrinated into British ways of thinking and that
some of the most important RAAF officers during the Pacific War had been
trained in British methods.  Because they had spent a couple of years in Britain
they were also sympathetic to British ideals and an Imperial view of the world.

The shape of the RAAF at the beginning of the Second World War had
been decided by RAF officers.  Air Marshal Sir John Salmond visited Australia
in 1928 to examine the RAAF and recommend to the Australian government how
it might be developed.7  The suggestions he made were delayed because of the
Depression but were put into practice over the next decade.  By the late 1930s the
world wide political situation had deteriorated and the modest expansion foreseen
in 1928 was no longer sufficient.  Preparations were made for even greater
expansions and Australia decided that it needed to establish its own aviation
industry to ensure a supply of useful military aeroplanes.

From 1936 Britain began rearming so Australia found it more difficult to
secure useful military aeroplanes.  As the trend could only get worse the
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation was created and, after much anguish, the
Australian government decided it would manufacture the Wirraway, an aeroplane
designed in the United States.  Almost as compensation for the British aviation
industry the Australian government asked for British advice on the possible
production of a British aeroplane in Australia.  Britain recommended that the
Bristol Beaufort, a newly designed general reconnaissance bomber should be
manufactured in Australia using the facilities of the various state railways to
fabricate parts and assemble them.

As the 1930s progressed Australia turned to the United States for more
aeroplanes which Britain could not provide and, in late 1938, ordered 50
Lockheed Hudson twin-engined reconnaissance and bombing aeroplanes from the
United States because it could get nothing of that type from British sources.8  The
situation did not improve and more United States aeroplanes were taken on by the
RAAF so that, when the Pacific War commenced, its front line aeroplanes were
mostly from the United States; the Hudson, the Catalina and the Buffalo.

In 1938 Marshal of the RAF, Sir Edward Ellington, visited Australia to
investigate and report on the condition of the RAAF.  He had been invited
primarily as a result of the number of flying accidents in the air force but he
examined all its activities.9  His recommendations confirmed the primary place
of British thinking and attitudes in the organization and operation of the RAAF. 
Australia demonstrated its attachment to the British Empire by joining Britain in
her war against Germany in September 1939.  By the end of 1939 Australia's
major commitment to Britain's war in Europe was planned to be through the
Empire Air Training Scheme which would provide large numbers of airmen to
serve in the RAF.

The scheme commenced operating in early 1940 and the RAAF became
a large recruiting and training organization for the RAF.  Australia committed
itself to providing 154 pilots, observers and wireless air gunners every four weeks
to serve overseas with the RAF.10  This involved establishing a large number of
recruiting depots and training schools where volunteers were taught the skills
necessary to become military airmen.  It was a long and arduous process which
took about half a year.  Initially all those who passed then went to Canada for
final training before being sent on to Britain to take their part in the war in
Europe.11  By mid 1944, when Britain stopped taking aircrews trained under the
Empire Air Training Scheme, Australia was sending 670 aircrews to Britain
every four weeks.12

The development of Australia as a recruiting and training base for the
RAF was assisted by the appointment, in February 1940, of a British officer as
the commander of the RAAF.  Air Chief Marshal Sir Charles Burnett became the
Chief of the Air Staff because the Prime Minister of the time, R G Menzies, did
not trust the abilities of existing RAAF officers.13  It has been said that Burnett
did a superb job for the RAF, he was an 'Imperialist first and foremost' and he
never ceased to treat the personnel trained for the Empire Air Training Scheme
as belonging to the RAF rather than the RAAF and thinking of the RAAF as part
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of the RAF.14  Burnett's appointment coincided with the commencement of the
Empire Air Training Scheme and his almost single minded concentration on the
Scheme could have been to the detriment of the strength which the RAAF needed
to fight a war in the Pacific region.15  On the other hand it may have been that the
creation of a large training establishment in Australia, equipped with many
training aeroplanes and experienced personnel, contributed to Australia's ability
to put such a large air force into the field during the Pacific War.

Australia made another contribution to the defense of Britain.  In 1939 it
sent the nucleus of No 10 Squadron, RAAF, to Britain to take delivery of the
Sunderland flying boats which the Australian government had bought.  While the
Squadron was there war broke out and the Australian government offered the
Squadron to Britain and, although it remained a squadron of the RAAF, it served
out the war in Britain.  Before the Pacific War started Australia sent another
squadron overseas.  No 3 Squadron went to the Middle East where it served with
the British Desert Air Force and then with allied forces in the invasion of Sicily
and Italy.  Britain repaid the services of these squadrons by sending, early in
1943, three squadrons of Spitfires to assist in the defense of Australia.  Two of
them, Nos 452 and 457 Squadrons were manned by Australians who had been
sent to Britain under the Empire Air Training Scheme and the third, No 54
Squadron, was manned by British pilots.16

Long before 1941 Australians had been worried about Japanese plans to
expand into the Pacific.  By the late 1930s, however, the political situation of the
region had deteriorated and, when Japan allied itself with Germany and Italy, the
close working relationship in the Pacific region between Britain and the United
States became firmer.  In March 1941 they held discussions in Washington about
operations which might be conducted in the Pacific.17  The United States,
although not at war, contributed to the war efforts of Britain and her allies by
contributing war materials, initially on a cash-and-carry basis but later under
Lend-Lease agreements.18

Direct co-operation between Australia and the United States started in late
1941.  Early that year the United States decided to increase its strength in the Far
East by stationing about 400 aeroplanes in the Philippines but it had to get them
there.19  In November 1941 Major General Lewis H Brereton of the United States
Army Air Corps arrived in Australia to survey an air ferry route between
Australia and the Philippines.  He had instructions to prepare air bases from
northern Australia through Malaya which could be essential to conducting air

operations in the Pacific.  General Douglas MacArthur, the General commanding
US forces in the region had given him authority to establish aerodromes whatever
the cost and he used it immediately.  Brereton and Burnett agreed to establish
aerodromes for the US ferry route across Australia and to provide major
aeroplane erection and repair facilities at Townsville and major training and
repair bases elsewhere in northern Australia.20

The Japanese offensive into Asia and the Pacific, launched in early
December 1941 was equally against the United States and Britain.  The initial
attacks were against British air stations in northern Malaya and United States
naval forces in the Pacific ocean at Pearl Harbor.  The offensive had the goals of
capturing resource rich islands which the British, Dutch and United States
controlled and establishing a defensive perimeter which Japan could hold against
allied attempts to regain the islands.  Within a few weeks the Philippines and
Malaya had been captured and the Japanese offensive continued to push south. 
In the face of this onslaught the allies organized their resources into a combined
command called ABDA (American, British, Dutch and Australian).  General
Wavell, a British officer, was appointed the supreme commander of ABDA on
3 January 1942 and a British officer was also put in charge of the air forces under
ABDA command (called ABDAir).21  The area for which ABDA was responsible
included all the British, American and Dutch possessions in South East Asia and
a small part of northern Australia.  The rest of Australia, New Zealand, the
Australian part of Papua New Guinea, The Solomon Islands, The New Hebrides,
Fiji and other islands came within the ANZAC area.22

Despite the efforts of this joint force the Japanese advance continued. 
The British fortress of Singapore was taken and Japanese forces occupied the
islands of the Netherlands East Indies fairly rapidly.  The British forces in Burma
and India became isolated from the rest of the war against Japan in the region and
ABDA was dissolved on 25 February after less than two months and Wavell
became the commander of the British forces in India.23  The British ceased to
play any major part in the Pacific War, the majority of the effort being left to the
remaining United States, Dutch, Australian and New Zealand forces.

Control of the Pacific War went to the United States.  The whole of the
Pacific was broken into areas, each with its own command.  New Zealand was
included in the South Pacific Area and Australia became part of the South West
Pacific Area under the command of General Douglas MacArthur who was given
the title of Commander in Chief, South West Pacific Area.  The Area included
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Java, Borneo, the Philippines, New Guinea and the islands adjacent but excluded
Malaya and Sumatra which were a British responsibility commanded from India.
The whole of the Australian continent was included in the South West Pacific
Area.24  The Australian government approved this arrangement on 17 April 1942
and the following day MacArthur formally assumed command of the Area.25

MacArthur had complete control of all allied operational forces in the
Area including the air forces which were placed under the command of the
American, Major-General George H Brett.  He formed the Allied Air Forces, a
unified air force of United States and Australian units which came into existence
on 20 April.  The Allied Air Forces had control of all the tactical units and
associated service elements of the US Army Air Corps in Australia, operational
control of all RAAF squadrons and squadrons of the Royal Netherlands East
Indies Army Air Force.26  The Allied Air Forces was commanded by a
headquarters which comprised United States and Australian air force officers in
more of less equal proportions.  While Brett was the Commander the next highest
position was held by Air Vice-Marshall Bostok and other Australians held
positions as Directors of about half of the departments of the Headquarters.

In theory the combined air forces would work as one force with the
allocation of duties and responsibilities going to the best experienced and most
qualified officers.  But this arrangement was, at best, an expedient forced onto the
allies by the desperate military situation.  The Japanese had occupied almost all
the territory to the north of Australia, were on the verge of taking Port Moresby
and were perhaps threatening to invade Australia.  Some United States air units
came under RAAF control and, while relations between US and Australian
personnel were generally good, Americans were not happy at finding themselves
under RAAF control and did not like many Australian ways of doing things.27 
There were many differences between the ways the two air forces operated so it
was not easy for them to work together.  For example the different training
practices and philosophies of the two air forces meant it was not possible to
combine their operational training schemes.28

Major-General Brett did not have MacArthur's full confidence and it was
said he was partly responsible for an important Japanese success.  He was
replaced by Major-General George C Kenney who reached Australia on 28 July
1942 and took control of the Allied Air Forces a week later.29  Kenny was not
inclined to the idea of the combined air force and, at the beginning of September,
he separated United States and Australian air forces again.  The United States

forces became the Fifth Air Force which operated under the control of the Allied
Air Forces Headquarters.30  The operational squadrons of the RAAF which had
been commanded by the Allied Air Forces were placed under the operational
control of RAAF Coastal Command, later renamed RAAF Command.31 
Although the Fifty Air Force and RAAF Command were separate organizations
their operations against the Japanese was coordinated by Allied Air Forces
Headquarters which was located in Brisbane and commanded by Kenny.  Air
Vice-Marshal Bostok, who had been Kenny's deputy in the Allied Air Forces,
became the Air Officer Commanding, RAAF Command.  He was directly
responsible to Kenny for RAAF operations in the South West Pacific Area.

By the end of 1942 Japanese advances into the Pacific had been all but
halted but Japan was far from defeated.  On a global scale, however, the war in
the Pacific did not have a high priority.  The leaders of Britain, the United States
and Russia, agreed on a policy of 'Beat Hitler First'.  MacArthur had orders to
'hold the key military regions of Australia as bases for future action against Japan
and strive to check Japanese aggression in the South West Pacific Area' and he
was given the resources to do that and no more.32  Everything above the bare
minimum to hold the line against Japanese expansion was poured into the war
against Germany.

There were several reasons for concentrating the allied war effort against
Germany.  That country had made threatening technical advances which seemed
unlikely to come from Japan.  The allies had the technical ability and strength to
attack Germany but they were not yet able to launch an effective attack against
Japan.  Finally, Russia would not be drawn into the war in the Pacific until
Germany had been defeated.33  When the allied leaders met in Casablanca in
January 1943 they set out priorities for the direction of the global conflict and the
war in the Pacific came fifth on the list.34

This situation did not please the United States military leaders conducting
the war in the Pacific.  Admiral King calculated that only fifteen per cent of the
total allied war effort was being spent in the Pacific and tried to get it doubled to
thirty per cent.35  He was unsuccessful.  Australian leaders were even more
unhappy at having so little priority being given to the war which directly
threatened their country and they had a struggle to gather the resources they
thought were necessary to defend their country.  Arthur Caldwell, one of the
leaders of the Australian government, said Australia had the right to ask for
sufficient aeroplanes to defend Australia.36  Later the United States and Britain
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did release more resources for the Pacific War but, to Australians, they seemed
to be given grudgingly and in insufficient quantities.

In May 1943 British and United States leaders agreed that they could
afford a limited offensive against Japan and by mid 1943 the allied nations had
gathered enough resources so that MacArthur could contemplate limited
offensives against the territories held by Japan to the north of Australia. 
MacArthur decided to reoccupy Japanese held territory to the north of and along
the north coast of New Guinea and planned that the Allied Air Forces would play
a major part in the action.37  MacArthur's ultimate objective was to move west
and north to retake the Philippines and use them as a base to attack Japan itself. 
This policy was overtaken in December 1943 when Allied leaders decided to use
the central Pacific islands as bases for the major attack on Japan.  This allowed
a more rapid advance and the early acquisition of bases for air attacks on Japan. 
This also gave the United States the chance to bring the Japanese Navy to a major
engagement.  Even so, a large effort was still to be made in the South West
Pacific Area.38

By January 1944 MacArthur had his sights very firmly set upon
recapturing the Philippines.  The United States Fifth Air Force played a major
role in the Allied advance and, at times, Australian air forces contributed to the
offensive.  However, it seemed to be United States policy to exclude Australians
from the major offensives and leave them to mop up or serve as garrison forces
when the Unites States forces moved on.  MacArthur's policy was to recapture
small areas of Japanese territory, establish major bases there and leave remaining
Japanese forces isolated,  confined and bypassed.

The United States air strength in the South West Pacific Area was so great
by 1944 that it was divided into two parts, the already existing Fifth Air Force
and a new Thirteenth Air Force.39  Kenny commanded them both as well as all
other operational air forces in the South West Pacific Area which now included
some elements of the Royal New Zealand Air Force which had begun operating
in the New Britain region.40  The Fifth Air Force led the advance, the Thirteenth
Air Force followed and the RAAF operated with it and remained to the rear of the
major attacks on the Japanese.

There may be several reasons why the RAAF found itself relegated to a
secondary role in the Pacific War.  One reason may have been that United States
planners wanted all the glory for their own forces.  Another reason may have
been that United States commanders believed Australian forces were not capable

of matching US levels of effort and efficiency because they had only limited
resources to spend on the war.  In 1943 Australians had been told that they would
have to almost double the amount of operational flying they did if they wanted
to keep up with the first attacks against Japanese held territory and they managed
this, but with difficulty.

Another reason may have been political.  By the early months of 1945 the
small island of Morotai, to the south of the Philippines and the east of Borneo,
had become a major base for the allied air forces from which they could launch
attacks north and west.  But the RAAF was restricted in its operations north. 
While United States forces recaptured the Philippines, previously a United States
strong point in the region, Australian forces were used to begin the recapture of
Borneo which had been partly a British possession before the war.

This change in direction was a disappointment for senior RAAF officers
who had hoped they would accompany their US comrades all the way to Japan. 
Bostok, the commander of the RAAF's operational forces, pleaded with Kenny
to use the RAAF in the invasion of the Philippines but Kenny would not change
his mind.41  The invasion of Borneo was perhaps necessary to take on the large
Japanese forces which had been isolated there or the decision could have been a
way of using Australian forces which otherwise would have been left idle.

John Curtin, the Prime Minister of Australia, told Bostok it was
government policy that the first requirement on the RAAF was to provide
adequate air support for Australian land forces and that wherever they were
stationed in operational areas in contact with the enemy, RAAF air cover would
be available to them to the greatest extent practicable.  (Curtin said that some
RAAF resources might be made available to the advance against Japan in the
South West Pacific Area but he might have meant an advance against Japanese
forces in Borneo rather than those closer to the Japanese homeland.)  Curtin also
directed that if the RAAF had the resources available mopping-up and air
garrison duties would be carried out in British territory first and then foreign re-
occupied territories.42  Curtin's direction meant that the RAAF would go
wherever Australian land forces did, so if the decision was made to send
Australian soldiers to Borneo the RAAF was committed to follow.

Australians may have been used in the recapture of Borneo because it
would lead to the return of British forces to the Pacific region.  From a base in
Borneo the Royal Navy would be able to operate into the Pacific and other
British forces would be able to use these bases as a staging post into the Pacific. 
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The United States and Britain disagreed strongly about which bases were to be
used but ultimately the decision was made by the Americans and Australian
forces under the command of MacArthur were committed to United States
objectives.43  The Australian government did not greatly disagree with this
proposed use of Australian forces.  Although Australia wanted the prestige of
being associated with the drive towards Japan it also thought that 'for reasons of
British and Australian prestige, it would be desirable to have a token force in the
recapture of Malaya, in order to avenge the defeat of 1941'.44

A series of assaults were planned against Borneo.  Before the end of the
war the invasion of Tarakan, the island of Labuan at the entrance to Brunei Bay
(where the United States wanted the Royal Navy to be based) and the oil
producing center of Balikpapan were successfully carried out.45  The RAAF
played a major part in these assaults with help from the United States Thirteenth
Air Force.  When aerodromes were established in the captured areas they were
used as bases from which the RAAF could attack other targets in Borneo and
nearby areas.

Australians and Americans worked and fought together from the end of
1941 until mid 1945.  Relations between them were, on the whole, excellent. 
But, as in their earlier partnership with Britain, Australians found themselves the
junior partner.  The main reason was simply because the United States could
bring a vastly superior strength to the fight and because the direction of the war
was under the control of United States officers.  There were also cultural
differences between the two nations and more than one American was surprised,
and perhaps disappointed, to find their allies in the South Pacific were so British. 
'I originally thought I'd like the Australians because they didn't like the British
either but now I've come to the realization ...'.46  Australia was also less
developed and lacked many of the up-to-date attitudes and facilities which
Americans had become used to and Australia was considered to be about twenty
years behind the United States.47  There was also a different attitude to life with
Americans being more positive and optimistic while Australians were more
fatalistic and prepared to simply accept adversity.  'The only trouble with an
Australian is that when something is haywire or wrong they bitch about it but
never do anything about it'.48

Many Australians also thought of themselves as less energetic and
progressive than Americans.  Australian officers were said to be well trained but
tended to become lost in details while their American counterparts had the knack

of seeing what needed to be done and doing it without fuss.  Australia's younger
officers, perhaps those who were not so much influenced by British attitudes,
were more active and aggressive then the older ones and often got on very well
with their American comrades.49  At the beginning of the war Australians had
prided themselves on being better trained than the Americans.  The first United
States Army Air Corps pilots to reach New Guinea had low morale and were very
inexperienced.  Some had less than 20 hours flying experience on their
operational aeroplanes.50  Australians were initially surprised at the lower training
and ability of American airmen, many of whom got lost flying across Australia. 
The Americans, however, learned quickly.51

Australians were envious of the resources which the Americans had. 
Although Americans thought they did not have enough in comparison to their
forces in other theaters of the global war, Australians thought they were very well
off in comparison to what their country could provide for them.  In order to keep
their aeroplanes flying Australians had to scrounge and improvise and they
learned to make do with the little they had and what they could find.  They
looked in envy at the Americans who could apparently afford to replace whole
engines or aeroplanes which, to Australians, seemed to have only minor faults. 
Scherger, an Australian commander, noted the prevalence of scrounging and said
that it was 'a characteristic only of a Service which has been or is starved of
adequate supplies for all its requirements'.52

On some occasions, when Australians lacked their own resources or
transport, they were able to draw on American supplies and personnel in those
areas were said to be noticeably better off.  After the invasion of Noemfoor on the
north coast of Netherlands New Guinea in 1944 Australians received few
amenities from Australia so free American comforts such as issues of cigarettes
and toilet gear was made available to them.53  The disparity between American
and Australian resources was also a cause of shame to some Australians and
Hewitt, at one time Australia's main operational commander in New Guinea, felt
self conscious about the meager hospitality which he could offer his American
visitors in comparison to the much more lavish hospitality they could give him
and his staff when he visited them.54

Australian officers realized that they had to develop and maintain cordial
relations with American commanders if they were going to be able to keep up
with Unites States advances in the South West Pacific Area.  Hewitt worked hard
at being well regarded by his American colleagues and prided himself on his
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success when they treated him as though he was one of them.55  A year later
Cobby, another Australian commander, was instructed:

Your staff should make every endeavor to make their contacts
with 13th Air Force, and I think you will agree from our
discussion with Street that, provided Street gets a good
impression of No 10 (Operational) Group, which I have no doubt
will be the case, he will give you a fair deal and move you
forward with his units as circumstances permit.56

This policy was necessary so that the RAAF could stay in the war zone
where the United States was overwhelming.  In August 1942 the RAAF had 149
serviceable aeroplanes and the United States had 151.57  By April 1943 the
United States had 772 front line aeroplanes and Australia had 689.58  As time
passed this imbalance grew even greater, the RAAF continued to grow slowly but
the United States forces increased much more rapidly and, for the air assault on
Rabaul in October 1943, the United States contributed 326 aeroplanes while
Australia contributed 12.59

As the war drew to a close in August 1945 it was clear that Australia had
been relegated to a secondary role.  There were plans that some Australian forces
would take part in the invasion of the Japanese homeland, if that was necessary,
but they would be part of a small reserve British contribution to the invasion of
Japan, not an independent Australian force.60  It is unlikely that any Australian
air forces would have been included.

The view which many Australians had of themselves as an independent
contributor to victory in the Pacific War was under-cut by the return of Britain
to South East Asia and the Pacific.  When the administration of the war came to
an end and the United States organization of Areas was dissolved the South West
Pacific Area was abolished and the return of the old order was signaled by the
final order from MacArthur which included the instruction that:

All Australian, Netherlands East Indies and New Zealand land,
sea and air forces now under the control of C[ommander] in
C[hief] SWPA ... will pass to British Empire Control.61

Australians had not forgotten their old allegiances either.  In his message
to all operational RAAF personnel on 15 August 1945 Bostok concluded with
congratulation that '... you have served Australia and the British Empire faithfully
and well.'62

Australia did not make an independent contribution to the occupation of
Japan.  The RAAF took a small part in the allied occupation by contributing three
squadrons of fighter aeroplane to the British Commonwealth Occupation Force. 
Britain contributed two fighter squadrons and New Zealand added one to the
overall British air presence in Japan.63  Although the Australian presence at the
defeat of Japan was British in name.  Perhaps its size, greater than the British
contribution, could give Australians some pride in the victory which it had helped
to achieve.
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