
CHAPTER 8 - COGS IN THE SYSTEM

The central component in the entire system which made up the
Royal Australian Air Force during the Pacific War was not the
equipment, the aeroplanes, the manuals, the communications
networks, the conference rooms or any other things made by people. 
It was the people.  People serviced the equipment, maintained and
repaired the aeroplanes, printed and read the manuals, operated and
depended on the communications networks and filled the conference
rooms as they fought the war.

The RAAF was not a military service in the common sense of
the word.  It was not an organization which turned men into soldiers,
it was an organization which turned them into technicians, flyers,
administrators and organizers.  The equipment which they used was
among the most technically sophisticated then available in the world
and these people worked at the leading edge of technology.  That
took all their skills and abilities.  It was not their task to engage the
enemy in direct combat, it was their job to ensure that Australian air
power was applied to the greatest possible strength where and when
it was needed.

The organization of this collection of individuals into one
organic whole was not easy to achieve.  Apart from some initial
training, most of them knew little about military discipline or
military organization and the Air Force generally took little account
of those things.  However it did have to provide everything they
needed to live and work effectively, to maintain their morale so they
would be useful to the Service and to maintain their skills and
abilities.

Different people in the Air Force experienced quite different
living and working conditions.  In a squadron the aircrews' main

responsibility was to fly aeroplanes, a task which might involve them
in several hours of intense and frightening activity at a time but also
left them unoccupied for much longer periods.  Many other people
in squadrons of operational units also had unpredictable patterns of
work which involved periods of intense activity and then left them
waiting for hours while other things happened.

On the other hand, people further back from the battle front
lived much more predictable and settled lives.  Office staff in
headquarters worked at routine occupations which lacked the
excitement of life in operational units.  They worked as, among other
occupations, typists, filing clerks, librarians and a very wide range of
other routine and menial tasks.  They sat at desks in rows in offices,
had 'in' trays and 'out' trays and worked office hours.  Store men and
women worked set hours, sometimes in shifts, which were filled with
the routines of paperwork, storing, cleaning, packing and consigning. 
At Aircraft Repair Depots men and women worked almost as civilian
trade workers with standard work practices, lunch hours and smokos. 
Instructors at the establishments set up to train aircrew members and
ground staff also lived routine and ordered lives which fitted in with
fixed schedules of training, lecturing, administration and other day-
to-day events on their repeating calendars as old courses concluded
and new ones commenced.

In many of the RAAF units located in large cities some
personnel lived away from the Air Force in civilian accommodation. 
They arrived for work in the morning, worked for as long as they
were required and then went home.  This was particularly common
for personnel who were married and for whom the RAAF could not
provide accommodation at its bases.  They were subject to Air Force
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discipline and could be moved without notice to wherever they were
needed but, for a time at least, their lives were almost as though they
were not Air Force personnel at all.

Even at front line units such as radar stations and
communications units the work was routine and organised on
schedules of time at work and time off.  There were occasional
flurries of excitement when something unusual happened but
generally these people had lives which were, if anything, less
exciting than those of people working in headquarters.  In squadrons
there were some men who lived routine lives quite separate from the
operational activities going on around them.  This was particularly
so for those who worked in orderly rooms; collecting information,
preparing and sending off reports and papers, writing, filing and
keeping up with every day administrative matters.

Most of the people who served in the RAAF during the Pacific
War lived routine lives, saw little or no action and were under only
indirect threat from the enemy.  Yet there is very little known or
recorded about the important things they did and how they lived. 
One reason is that what they did seemed so unremarkable at a time
when such momentous things were taking place.  Another reason is
that many of the things they did were so routine and so standardised
that there is little to be said about them.  Some duties were so
technical and complicated that only those with specialist knowledge
would appreciate the subtlety of what they did.  A third reason is
because the people who did these things did not think of them as
important and so did not take the trouble to remember and record
them in the way that so many operational personnel have.  This is a
shame because what these people did was most of what the Air Force
did during the Pacific War.

Daily life for most people in the Air Force did not just happen,

most of it had to be carefully organised and administered.  Two of
the most basic things the Air Force had to take care of were food and
shelter for its personnel.  Feeding over 100,000 people every day was
a mammoth undertaking which was made more difficult by the
problems of supplying the isolated areas in which so many RAAF
personnel worked.  People at settled and established bases and units
usually fared well because their supplies were well organized but
newly established units which had moved into new areas were not
usually so well off and supplies could be damaged, or poor quality
or just not arrive.

In New Guinea supplies of rations usually came through the
Army distribution system so the Air Force usually ate what the Army
ate.1  Generally it was preserved and tinned food.  Unit cooks became
experts at camouflaging and making do with half a dozen varieties
of canned food and dehydrated vegetables and, if the meals were
never better than fair, it wasn't the cooks'  fault.2  The most common
tinned food was 'M & V' (meat and vegetables) or 'bully beef' which
cooks used as a basis for most of their meals.3  A number of things
could be done with these basic ingredients but there was little that
could be done to disguise other supplies such as pilchards, potatoes
which came as 'little shriveled-up chips in four gallon cans' and
tinned cabbage which was a culinary disaster.4  Powdered egg was
used for all sorts of things but not as egg because personnel were
highly prejudice against it no matter how well it was prepared and
would not eat it that way.5

In the first year or so of the war against Japan the food
situation was at its worst.  For more than six months in 1943 No 100
Squadron at Milne Bay lived on beans, tinned salmon and bacon,
bully beef and asparagus with a little fresh food bought from the
natives or the crews of United States transports.6  On other occasions,
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when Australians were not able to draw rations from their usual
sources, they had to use United States supplies.  This was a mixed
blessing because some personnel liked American rations but others
did not.  One report said that the standard of food was noticeably
higher in units being supplied by United States forces but another
isolated detachment which was living on American rations in
September 1944 was most unhappy and requested issues of bully
beef and other Australian rations instead.7  Most Australians seem to
have been impressed by United States supplies and rations.  There
was a common story that Americans insisted on their ice cream and
aeroplanes were used to carry it to high enough altitude so that it
would freeze.8  Some Australian's returning home on a United States
ship were told that there wasn't much beef on board, only ham,
chicken, turkey and ice cream.9  Those were the kinds of things that
Australians looked upon as luxuries at the time.

By 1944 considerable progress had been made in the
techniques of dealing with dehydrated and tinned foods.  The Air
Force had investigated the best methods of cooking it and a standard
cookery book had been issued to all units.  Trained dieticians and
cooking instructors visited forward areas in New Guinea giving
instruction in using dehydrated and tinned rations.10

A common source of heat for cooking was a 'choofer'.  They
came in all sizes and were used for all sorts of things including
heating the billy and making toast in personal tents but the biggest
and noisiest were the giant 'choofers' used by cooks.11  They were
coils with holes in them fed by 100 octane or diesel fuel which ran
down from a drum through a piece of copper pipe.  When the tap was
turned on fuel would run down the pipe to the coil and, when it was
lit, it would 'choof' as the fuel vaporised and burned.  They could be
dangerous if not operated properly but they were convenient and

easy to use.12

Difficulties with supply conditions and rationing meant that
fresh food was difficult to get.  At 25 Operational Base Unit at
Cairns WAAAFs cooked for about 300 personnel.  Their trouble was
the same as it was everywhere else, trying to make the meals
palatable.  They were able to get fresh vegetables in Cairns to
supplement rations but obtaining meat was much more difficult.13 
On Goodenough Island No 9 Group established a farm to grow some
fresh produce locally.  By December 1943 it was producing
vegetables, pigs, cows, fowls and goats.  Four whites and 20 natives
worked there and, although there were some reservations about it,
many thought that it was an excellent idea and supported it.14 
Produce from the farm was distributed according to set priorities;
first it went to Medical Receiving Stations, second to aircrews in turn
and finally as supplementary rations for units entertaining important
visitors such as the Chief of the Air Staff.15  Catalinas were equipped
with galleys and the only time that many aircrews on them saw steak
and fresh eggs was on long-range mine-laying missions.  It was a
good incentive to go flying.16

Providing shelter for all its personnel was also a major
undertaking for the Air Force.  At times, especially when large
numbers of personnel were moving, the situation became very
difficult and men could be forced to sleep in the open in atrocious
conditions.17  The quality of accommodation that people got
depended on where they were and the resources that the Air Force
could afford.  At established bases most people lived in huts but in
operational areas it was more common to live in tents which could be
taken up and relocated relatively easily.  They were less comfortable
than huts but they had the advantage of transportability and they
were cheaper.
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Huts were usually built to a standard design in panels 18 or 22
feet wide.  The use of standardised panels reduced construction time
and the need to continually design buildings.  Sleeping
accommodation for airmen was provided in huts 80 feet long and 18
feet wide and officers and sergeants lived in huts 80 feet long and 22
feet wide divided into 16 cubicles.  Basic components were also used
for kitchens, ablution huts, recreation and other facilities, usually
designed to be used by 500 or 1000 personnel.18  These huts were
particularly common at places like training bases, Stations and
personnel depots.

Tents came in all shapes and sizes and in vast numbers. 
Demand for canvas for tents and military uses was so great that, by
1945, there promised to be a world wide shortage of cotton canvas.19 
At Morotai, where there were about 17,000 RAAF personnel by
April 1945, they lived under canvas.  Most airmen lived in tents
which were raised far enough off the ground to allow walking erect
and they slept on stretchers under mosquito nets.20  Some officers and
aircrew had slightly better accommodation.  Earlier in the war things
had been no better.  No 9 Group had experienced shortages of
accommodation which were sometimes overcome by using native
labour to construct huts and other buildings out of local material.21 
Later in the war the Air Force also used prefabricated portable huts
in operational areas and a lot of transportable equipment such as
canvas water tanks and folding metal office furniture.22

The huts and tents were often far from perfect and left a lot to
be desired.  Huts could become unbearably hot in an Australian
summer and provide little protection against the chilling blast of
winds from the Antarctic Ocean in winter.  Other things also made
life difficult.  In summer flies could make parades an ordeal and
make concentration during training difficult.23  Operational bases in

northern Australia were even more uncomfortable and, at Corunna
Downs, summer temperatures of 120 degrees Fahrenheit were
common and men suffered severely from the heat.24

Conditions to the north of Australia were even less pleasant. 
Among the difficulties were heat, rain, high humidity, tropical
diseases, lack of recreational facilities and amenities and the poor
diet.25  Milne Bay was one of the wettest and most humid places on
the New Guinea island and life there was made miserable by flies,
mosquitoes, millipedes, spiders and other insects.26  Some men took
to the climate and enjoyed it while others loathed it.  Most just
endured it stoically as something they could not avoid as they waited
for their tropical tour to come to an end.27

There were occasional compensations, however.  At Tadji the
surfing beach was good and offered heaven-sent relaxation and a
cure for complaints from prickly-heat to tinea and simple operational
fatigue.28  At Kiriwina the coral fringed lagoon was a popular spot
for relaxation.29  Morotai was 'remote and attractive, a storybook
tropical island' paradise.30  But it was also two degrees north of the
equator, hot and humid with an average rainfall of 150 inches a year
which turned roads into quagmires and camps into mud heaps.31

The weather north of Australia often made flying difficult and
dangerous.  In the first days of the Pacific War pilots learned that the
weather could be as deadly as the Japanese.  Intense tropical storms
combined with unknown terrain created conditions which could trap
and kill very quickly.  On the ground tropical weather conditions
could make life just as difficult.  Servicing aeroplanes in the open
during tropical downpours was almost impossible and miserable
work, it was much more efficient to work on aeroplanes under cover
but that was not always possible.  When men had to work out in the
open in bad weather they tried to find shelter under the wings and
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fuselages of aeroplanes.  Work inside aeroplanes to escape the
weather was inviting but the heat and humidity there meant that
workers were happy to get outside again after a short period of
time.32

Life north of Australia also lacked most of the civil amenities
of life back at home.  Most importantly, it was an all male society
and most of the ground crew served their 18 months tropical tour
without talking to a woman.  They also got used to the lack of other
niceties including pubs, toilets with doors and walls, shops, markets
and any place to eat which was not a service mess.33  For most men
in the tropics the compensation was the occasional burst of activity
but this was not so at some of the radar bases which were set up in
very remote areas to give warning of enemy air activity.  At bases in
north Western Australia there were perhaps as few as 30 men and
little communication with the rest of the world.34  Life was
monotonous and lonely so men tended to lose interest in their
surroundings and appearance.35  These units were usually
commanded by officers with very low rank and little experience of
dealing with men under these difficult circumstances.36

The good health of all Air Force personnel was of great
importance.  The medical organization of the RAAF was well co-
ordinated through the Medical Directorate of RAAF Headquarters
and there was a medical section in almost every Air Force unit.  The
people who were recruited into the Air Force were young and healthy
so the problems they had were environmental and, if they were not
overcome, the result could be costly.

In the present campaign, our success or failure in
protecting our personnel from endemic diseases in
Northern Australia and the Islands beyond, and
ensuring their continued health and efficiency, will be

a prime factor in determining the result of any military
operations, particularly an advance into the Islands
beyond Australia, which are amongst the worst in the
world for endemic disease.37

In tropical areas more men died of illness than from enemy
action.  Malaria was the major cause of disease and, in early 1943,
eight in every 1000 RAAF men in New Guinea contracted it every
week.38  The disease was carried by mosquitos so if men could avoid
being bitten they would not contract it.  They were ordered to protect
themselves by wearing long trousers, gaiters and long sleeved shirts,
particularly at sundown and sunrise when the mosquitos were most
active, and to sleep under mosquito nets.39  (In the tropical heat and
humidity men resisted these orders because it was uncomfortable and
led to skin diseases which were sometimes also associated with the
dyes in Australian clothing which irritated the skin.40)  Another
preventative measure was the issue of quinine and later Atebrin
tablets to all RAAF personnel.  Early in the war this distribution was
hampered by the desperate military situation.41  Later in the war a
rumour circulated among airmen that Atebrin caused impotence and
there was resistance to taking it.  In some places officers were
ordered to stand and watch the airmen take their tablets.42  Malaria
Control Units were included in the RAAF's operational Groups and
their personnel penetrated gullies and swampy ground, spraying with
oil and DDT to kill mosquitoes.  DDT was sprayed from aeroplanes
in areas where men were camped or operating and tents and messes
were also sprayed with it.43  All these measures helped in drastically
reducing the incidence of malaria in the RAAF and, in the Tactical
Air Force in March 1945, less than one case per 1000 per month was
reported.44

Other diseases which caused difficulties were dengue fever,
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dysentery, skin diseases and scrub typhus.  Skin diseases were
particularly common and generally treated by a range of lotions
applied to effected areas.  In the shower it was common to see men
with dermatitis and tinea painted all colours of the rainbow.  'They
were like baboons with blue tinted or red pained backsides or
crutches and other soft areas of the body'.45  Over the duration of the
Pacific War the RAAF gained a great deal of experience with these
diseases and, as a result, the sick rate for some of them became lower
among personnel in tropical areas than it was in some places in
Australia.46

Another reason for the decrease in sickness was because the
Medical Directorate of RAAF Headquarters had the objective of
making the Air Force as hygienic as possible through training,
ensuring there were safe water supplies and that wastes were
properly disposed of.  The Directorate also aimed to provide RAAF
personnel with good, sanitary, well lit and ventilated working areas. 
It was the intention of the Directorate that every unit should be self
contained for hygiene purposes.47

One medical problem which did not cause much difficulty for
the RAAF in the tropics was venereal disease.  It was, however,
considered very serious in Australia and recruits were lectured
specifically about it.  They were told it was contracted by having
'illicit sexual intercourse with diseased women' and that the only sure
way to guard against it was by 'manly chastity'.48  Personnel were
occasionally inspected at what were known as 'short arm parades' to
ensure that they were not infected.49

The RAAF also provided its personnel with an extensive
dental service.  The major effort was concentrated on recruits
entering the Air Force to ensure they had reached a reasonable
standard of dental health by the time they completed their training. 

The Dental Service also aimed to educate all personnel in greater
attention to their oral hygiene.  After that the Dental Service
maintained the level of dental health which trainees had reached by
using mobile Dental Sections in northern areas and, later in the war,
they were attached to operational Wings and moved with them to
ensure that dental treatment was available at all times.  But, unlike
the medical service which was an integral part of most units, dental
services remained separate with detachments being attached to
Groups or Wings.50

As well as looking after the physical health of its personnel the
RAAF also took some care of their spiritual welfare through its
chaplains.  Before the Pacific War broke out a Chaplains Branch was
formed in the RAAF to take care of the 83 religions and sects serving
with the Service.51   There were, generally, chaplains for Catholics,
Anglicans and Other Protestant Denominations.52  In operational
areas there was no such thing as Sunday and so a chaplain would try
to organise religious services when they were convenient and
possible.  Some chaplains would have preferred more formal church
parades but this depended on the inclinations of commanding
officers.  Hewitt, while he commanded No 9 Group, insisted on
flexibility and believed that the practice of religion in active areas
was a personal thing and that ready access to chaplains at any time
was more important than regular services.53  Some chaplains were
good in coping with the problems of their work, others had
difficulties; it all depended on the capabilities of the man and the
situation in which he found himself.  In addition to the spiritual value
which chaplains may have had, they also had a good effect on morale
by giving service men and women somebody outside the normal
organization of the RAAF whom they could take their problems to.

The Allied Air Forces made great efforts to protect the lives
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and wellbeing of aircrews if they were forced down away from
friendly territory.  By the end of the Pacific War there was an
extensive organization of Air-Sea Rescue which could pluck men out
of the water if they were forced to ditch their aeroplanes.  Men forced
to bale out over Japanese held territory had evasion and escape
equipment and training which was prepared for them by the MIS-X
organization.  Australian and United States personnel worked
together as closely as possible in providing Air-Sea Rescue and MIS-
X facilities.  Both these organizations boosted the morale of aircrews
by their mere existence.

The Air-Sea Rescue organization was large and complex.  It
involved radio stations and radar stations to locate the position where
aeroplanes went into the sea, a communications network which
carried information to the authority directing the rescue and between
that authority and all the other units involved.  There were sea going
surface vessels capable of high speeds and equipped with adequate
navigation facilities to carry out rescues close to shore and over
extended distances and aeroplanes which were used to locate
aircrews and guide surface rescue vessels if they were needed. 
Flying boats such as Catalinas were used to supplement surface
vessels and land on the water to carry out speedy rescues when sea
conditions permitted.  Aeroplanes also carried survival gear such as
life rafts and provisions which could be dropped to men in the
water.54

MIS-X prepared men to survive in the jungle and to evade or
escape from the Japanese if they were shot down.  Training in these
things was given at Operational Training Units and men also 
received lectures on the subject when they were in squadrons.55 
MIS-X was an intelligence organization because it got a great deal
of its information about what men in enemy territory should do from

studying Japanese methods.  The MIS-X organization carried out
much detailed research and liaison with special agencies in the South
West Pacific Area and elsewhere and produced accurate escape and
evasion information in bulletins and advice notes which were
continually kept up to date.56  It also provided airmen with survival
supplies and rations which included things like personal armament,
survival provisions and silk maps which they could carry easily.57 
Towards the end of the war the MIS-X organization was also given
the task of collecting, evaluating and disseminating information
about allied prisoners of war in Japanese hands so that plans could
be prepared for their recovery when the war finished.

The Postal Service was important because it helped to sustain
the morale of RAAF personnel.  Most units had a postal orderly who
collected and distributed the mail to people in that unit and there was
a larger network which carried official and personal mails throughout
the whole of the RAAF.  The mail service allowed people who had
been separated from their home, their family and their friends to keep
in touch with them.  It carried letters, magazines, newspapers and
parcels.  Every effort was made to get the mails to their destinations
as quickly as possible and, while there were difficulties on occasions
caused by transport problems, long delays were unacceptable and
every effort was made to overcome them.58  Mailing addresses in the
RAAF did not tell which units people were in or where they were
located, instead units simply had numbers which people used as
addresses which were used to sort and distribute mail.

There was censorship of personal mail but most people did not
seem to mind it too much.  They were not permitted to write anything
which might convey any information of any military value and
officers censored the mail of airmen to check on them.  There was a
system in which a green envelope could be used for letters which
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were not censored but they had to have a sworn declaration on the
envelope that the letter contained no military information.59  This
allowed people to send letters containing private information they
did not want others to see.  Some people entertained themselves by
trying to beat the censors; a simple example was for people stationed
on Goodenough Island to write something like 'I can't tell you where
I am but if that's good enough for me it will have to be good enough
for you'.60

The Air Force also encouraged, but did not run, other
organizations which helped to look after the welfare of its personnel. 
In Australia the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA)
provided facilities and accommodation, as did the Salvation Army. 
In the tropics the Salvation Army was common and popular with
RAAF personnel because its people were always ready with
something to drink and a snack, particularly for aircrews returning
from operations.  The YMCA and the Australian Comforts Fund
were also there, but they seemed to lack the personal touch that the
Salvation Army had.61

The Australian Comforts Fund was a tradition carried on from
the First World War.  It provided parcels with some of the necessities
of life for people outside Australia such as socks, packs of cards,
writing material and things to read; 'the little touches of home'.62  By
providing things like soap and toothpaste the Fund also helped to
maintain the health and hygiene of the men in tropical areas.  Soap
was particularly useful because products like Persil helped to
thoroughly clean clothes and prevent dermatitis.  On occasions,
though, transport problems meant that Fund parcels did not reach
men in isolated areas and sometimes the things they contained were
not of much value.  In late 1944 some of the toothpaste being issued
by the Fund was apparently useful only for cleaning canvas gaiters.63

The RAAF also provided some of the small amenities of home
through its canteen service and its welfare section.  There was also
a Rehabilitation Service which looked to the time beyond the end of
the war when Air Force personnel would return to civil life and
needed to be prepared for it.  It provided material which was useful
in boosting morale by giving mental stimulation through individual
study and group discussion.  This was particularly useful in isolated
and out of the way places where there was little activity to counter
monotony.64  There were also occasional forms of entertainment
including theatre parties at large bases and open air movie showings
which were more widespread and common.  Many of these
entertainments were organised by Americans and, where Australian
and Untied States forces were together, it was common for the
entertainment to be shared.  Sometimes the movies were ridiculously
old, sometimes the equipment was faulty or unavailable and
occasionally Japanese air raids would disrupt proceedings.  One man
recalled seeing the beginning of 'Casablanca' but not seeing the end
until years later because of a Japanese air raid.65

Life for most men serving north of Australia was drab and
boring much of the time.  Most aircrew members had no real
responsibilities outside their flying duties and, in the squadrons,
many of the ground staff also had plenty of time on their hands. 
Servicing parties would have to go to the airstrip to despatch
aeroplanes and then spend hours waiting for them to come back.66 
How this spare time was passed depended on where units were based
and what transport was available.  Sometimes it was possible to go
off exploring the local environment, visiting native villages or
looking at the scenery but these became less interesting if a unit was
in one place for very long.  People filled in their days by reading,
writing letters home, sometimes playing organised games or perhaps
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swimming if they could.  On occasions units organised special events
such as boxing matches which were well attended.67  In November
1942 Nos 22 and 30 Squadrons organised an air race between a
Boston and a Beaufighter to settle each squadron's claims that it had
the fastest aeroplane.  The event was well organised and created
excitement and anticipation in both squadrons so that everyone took
an interest in it.68  In 1944 the RAAF specially flew films of the
Melbourne Cup to the operational areas to bring them closer to
events at home.69  But generally, apart from their work, most people
in the areas north of Australia, particularly those who were not
involved in flying, just looked forward to the day when their tropical
tour of duty ended and they could go home.

Air Force discipline was generally very lax in the tropical
areas, particularly in operational units.  Some dress regulations were
enforced, more as a protection against malaria than for appearance. 
On some occasions the desperate supply situation meant that men
who were not getting sufficient supplies of clothing had to use
United States issues or, in one case, take boots which had been
salvaged from dead Australians and Americans.70  After one visit to
a unit by the Chief of the Air Staff orders were issued that the
personnel were to improve their appearance, but that did not last for
long.71  Hewitt, while he was commander of No 9 Group, was said to
be a harsh disciplinarian but conditions in the Group at the time did
not allow for much spit and polish.  Scherger, commander of No 10
Group and the Tactical Air Force, said he thought it was relatively
unimportant whether RAAF personnel looked or paraded well,  'To
me it is how do they fly; how do they maintain their aircraft.'72

There was little saluting and aircrew and ground staff got on
well together despite the fact that most of the aircrew were officers
and the ground staff were not usually commissioned.  An officer

might be addressed as 'sir' but it was also common for aircrew and
ground staff to be on first name basis.73  This attitude, although it ran
against the grain of military tradition, made sense because it
recognised the close bond between the two groups and particularly
the dependence of the aircrew on the ground staff to maintain their
aeroplanes in the highest possible condition because their lives
depended on them.

The dress and habits of men returning to Australia did not
please senior Air Force officers in Australia.  Men back from their
tropical tours often did not have the correct uniforms and could not
get them promptly.  They also were not in the habit of saluting all the
right people and saluting them smartly enough in busy streets and
public places in capital cities.  Discipline was strengthened to take
care of this problem with non commissioned officers and junior
officers being given the task of dealing with failures and enforcing
discipline.  There was also the suggestion that the Provost Corps
should be strengthened to take care of the problem.74

The men who returned from tropical service were usually
reintegrated into the RAAF in Australia easily.  Their experience was
valuable to the Air Force and used in training establishments
including Operational Training Units.  Ground staff were employed
in units such as Aircraft Repair Depots where the skills and
experience which they had gained in the battle areas gave them
greater abilities and confidence in undertaking major work on
aeroplanes and other equipment.  Officers who had gained
experience at the battle front were usefully employed in many roles
in Australia because of their first hand understanding of what was
needed at the front if the RAAF was to be successful.

Experience in the tropical theatre set men who had been there
apart from the rest.  That is still so today.  One man recalls:
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