North American P-51D
History: One of the most important and well known aeroplanes every built, this fighter
began life as a British order placed in the United States because of the desperate situation in
Europe in April 1940. The first one was built within 120 days and flew on 26 October 1940.
The first Mustang arrived in Britain in November 1941 and, during tests, it was found to have
exceptional performance at low altitudes that fell off at higher altitudes. As a result the Mustang
I was given low altitude roles and started flying with the RAF in April 1942 in Army Cooperation squadrons. Eventually 23 squadrons flew the Mustang in that role.
Although the Mustang had been designed for British service two examples were given
to the United States Army Air Corps where they became XP-51s. Neither the British or United
States were happy with the higher altitude performance and both experimented with fitting the
P-51 Mustang with Rolls Royce and Packard Merlin engine. The results were a single seat
fighter with exceptional all round performance for its time and, although many P-51 Mustangs
were produced with the original engine and served well in ground attack roles, the fighter made
its reputation with the Merlin engine.
Production of the Merlin powered Mustang began in 1943 as the P-51B and similar P51C of which 3738 were manufactured and around
800 were exported to to Britain to serve as Mustang
IIIs. Next came the major production version, the P51D which introduced the bubble-canopy to give
improved all-round vision and the six .50 calibre
machine gun wing. Production ran to 7956 and 1500
similar P-51K were manufactured. Both versions
flew in British service as the Mustang IV. Following
this other versions of the P-51 were developed; as
developments of the P-51D/K and as light weight
versions. In all 15,386 P-51s were produced and, in
Australia, the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation
manufactured 86 of them.
P-51 Mustangs made life exceptionally difficult for Luftwaffe pilots during the last couple
of years of the war. They had the range to escort bomber over Germany and to fly widely over
Europe where they were capable of engaging almost anything that the Axis powers could put into
the air. After the war they served with over 50 air forces remaining in service into the 1950s but
rendered obsolete very quickly by the new generation of jet fighters. Even after being retired
from military service they became a prize possession in private hands and there are probably
more of them flying today than there were for a few decades ago.
Data: single-seat fighter. Engines one Packard Merlin V-1650-7 V-12 piston engine of
1264kW (1695hp). Wing span 11.28m (37ft 0¼). Length 9.83m (32ft 3in). Maximum take-off
weight 5488kg (12,100lbs). Maximum speed 703km/h (437mph). Range 3347km (2080miles).
Armament six 12.7mm (0.5in) machine guns and up to two 454kg (1000 lb bombs or 127mm
(5in rocket projectiles.
The kit: Academy Minicraft 1:144
Some people think that you can never have enough P-51 models, perhaps they are right
because it was a magnificent looking little aeroplane. I still recall very fondly seeing a Mustang
doing aerobatics at air shows in the 1950s when good old DCA had forbidden the operation of
any interesting World War II aeroplanes but a Mustang or two had got through the net. The

sound of the Merlin engine and the glint of sunlight off the bare metal is one of my favourite
childhood memories.
The reason for making this kit was to do a bit of experimentation with bare metal finish.
There must have been a time when Testors Metalizer didn’t exist but I can’t quite remember
when it was. It’s about the best solution that existed to the problem of making models look
something like an unpainted metal skinned aeroplane but there are a lot of problems with it that
anyone who has worked with knows only too well. A long time ago I gave up even trying to use
the buffing Metalizer, it looked pretty good when it worked well but then you couldn’t put
anything over the top of it and you dared not touch it for fear of doing it some damage. Like
many people I discovered that you could buff the ‘non-buffing’ Metalizer and the result looked
pretty good while it wasn’t so difficult to handle. But I was always on the look out for something
else and a couple of years back I tried something called Alclad II that got rave reviews in a
magazine. Well, it wasn’t bad but since it was a laquer the chemicals in it did crazy things to
plastic and oil based paints. After a couple of goes I consigned it to the dustbin of history. Then
I came across a little tin of stuff at Expo that was supposed to be capable of preventing Alclad
II from doing things to plastic. I paid my small fortune for this small tin and needed something
to try it on.
I hadn’t intended to make another P-51. However, when I went looking for something
that I wouldn’t be upset about having to throw out if the experiment didn’t work, but also
something that I would be happy to keep if it did work, this little kit was the first thing I saw
when I went looking through my collection of treasure. Goodness knows when I bought it, I
haven’t seen them around for a while. I doubt that it cost more than $5 (maybe less) and the
origin or the moulds is probably lost in the mists of time because the moulds of 1:144 kits seem
curiously to turn up in all kinds of boxes with all kinds of brands on them. This is not the best
1:144 kit around but it is far from being the worst.
Putting this kit together using superglue must have
taken all of thirty minutes. It could have been done more
quickly than that but it is usually worth spending a few
minutes to make those little adjustments to the parts so that
the bits fit together neatly than it is to try filling gaps and
filling and sanding misaligned bits. As a result, the kit
only needed a tiny bit of filler around the wing roots to fill
a slight gap, but otherwise nothing. It would have been
nice if the kit had contained something looking vaguely
like a cockpit but it doesn’t and I wasn’t going to spend the extra time to make one since I didn’t
know how the paint work would turn out.
So I took the little model out to start the painting with a coat of this new primer. It went
on very nicely at a relatively low air pressure and dried quickly to a nice hard semi-gloss just the
right shade of grey to highlight any imperfections. After doing the necessary tidying up on went
a second coat of the primer and then it was time to try the Alclad II again. Like the primer it
went on very nicely but, for a change, it dried perfectly with no effect on what was on
underneath. It looked very good but, just to be on the safe side I gave it a second coat and left
it for a few hours. And when I came back to it the paint had dried rock hard, a little bit of buffing
gave the model nice highlights and there were no troubles with masking or hand painting over
it. I’m converted. I’ve got a nice big Boeing 777 in American Airlines finish - which is all over
polished bare metal. I wasn’t looking forward to making it, now I am.
As for the little P-51, it came up looking quite nice, the Alclad II stood up to a lot of
handling very nicely and it is the best metallic finish I’ve ever managed to get. So I will be
keeping the model which looks very nice for such a tiny little thing.

