
Convair 880
The Convair 880 was that company’s entry in the race to build a

successful jet airliner in the second half of the 1950s.  It’s decided to
offer lower capacity and higher speed than its competitors but airlines
preferred other options.

Convair began design of the 880 in 1956 in competition with the Boeing 707
and Douglas DC-8.  The company decided on a lower passenger capacity with five
abreast seating in comparison to Boeing and Douglas’s six seats but offered instead
a faster speed.  The first Convair 880 made its maiden flight on 27 January 1959 and
they began entering service in May 1960.

The Convair 880 was not successful because airlines preferred the competing
707s and DC-8s which were cheaper to buy and operate, despite their slower speeds. 
Only 65  Convair 880s were manufactured and Convair lost at least $185 million on
the project.

This model represents N815TW of Trans World Airlines in October 1971.
Data: medium range airliner.  Engines four General Electric CJ805-3 turbojet

engines of 51.8kN each.  Wing span 36.58m.  Length 39.42m.  Maximum take-off
weight 83,700kg.  Cruise speed 870-990km/h.  Range 4,578km.  Payload 110
passengers.  Crew 3.

Eastern Express 1/144 kit.  Completed in August 2021.
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